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The Virginia Chevelle Times 

PRESIDENTS  MESSAGE  

State of the VCEA…  

 Wow...just like that and we’ve got 
another cruising season in the books.  
And if you’re anything like me you’ve got 
to be asking yourself a couple of ques-
tions: 1) “what happened to summer?”; 
and 2) “how long ‘til spring?”.  Well, the 
great thing about that in-between time is 
that it allows us to catch our breath and 
get ready for the next season. 

 The Fall 2007 edition of “The Times” 
aims to highlight a few of the club ac-
complishments, take a look at some 
2007 events, and help point us in the 
right direction for 2008.  After all, it’s just 
around the corner! 

 As for VCEA, well, just like any club 
we have our growing pains...slowly but 
surely, we’re growing.  We’ve added 
some young, bright, and energetic mem-
bers to help push the club further down 
the road.  Sort of reminds me of that old 
adage: 

 “How do you eat an elephant?” 

 ”One bite at a time!”.   
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SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST:  

• VCEA needs your help– please 
send newsletter ideas and con-
tent to be included in future edi-
tions 

• Feel free to share upcoming 
events, pictures, and ask ques-
tions for future editions 

• Check out our website! Http://
www.chevelles.net/vcea 
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 We used last years membership 
dues, as well as those we’ve had from 
previous years, to fund new club 
shirts.  John Parker joined VCEA and 
ran with the idea of getting a whole 
new batch of VCEA shirts.  And they 
look awesome!  These shirts go a long 
way at showcasing the best Chevelle 
club in Virginia.   

 We’ve also made strides in com-
municating with our members through 
the VCEA website (www.chevelles.net/vcea) 

and the VCEA Yahoo Community 
Group.  And we’ve also been asked 
the tough question: “what’s this club 
about?”.  In short: it’s about people, 
it’s about sharing the appreciate for 
“America’s Favorite Muscle Car”, and 
it’s about those relationships that 
come with lending a hand, sharing 
information or just hanging out at the 
local cruise-in.  It ain’t easy, but we’re 
making good progress. 

 So here’s to a great 2008!! 

Pete Lohr 
VCEA President 

Members, Don’t Forget…  
 Now is the perfect time to make sure your ride is captured on the VCEA 
website.  If your car is currently featured as a “Member Ride”, please take a 
look and make sure all the information is up to date.  If you have new pictures 
(maybe with that trophy your picked up this summer) pass them along, share 
the news, and we’ll make sure it’s on the web.  We also need pictures and 
background information for all our new member rides.  See you on the web!! 
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Chevellabration 2007—  absolutely a “must-do” for any Chevelle/El Camino owner.  Kids have Disney 
World, and this is as close to a mecca for Chevellers.  Besides the actual Chevelle show, which takes 
place at a park in Goodlettsville, TN, there is cruise through the Tennessee countryside, a trip to the drag 
strips, and a few laps around the Nashville Speedway.  Too cool.  Did I mention that there are close to 
500 Chevelles, Malibus, El Caminos, and Beaumonts?!    

Wayne Henderson’s  (Gloucester, VA) 1965 
Super Sport was one of the lone Virginia 
Chevelle’s being represented.  There’s more 
than enough space and tons of fun for the 
whole family...make your plans now! 

It’s Still About 
People 

VCEA Chevelles 
at Marshall, VA 
show (above); 
John Parker, Jeff 
Dillon, and Rob 
Jennings at Win-
chester, VA show 
(left); helping 
stranded Chevel-
ler on the way to 
Chevellabration 
(right). 
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Hobby News 

December Deadline for  

Antique Certification Forms 

Even if you did not get one in the 
mail everyone who owns a vehicle 
registered as an antique must 
send to DMV a completed certifi-
cation form by December 31. The 
information must be filled out with 
the exception of your signature. 
You will need to sign and date the 
form in the presence of a notary 
who will notarize the form. 
 
If you need a form go to DMV 
Forms and select VSA 10 B. The 
form should be mailed to DMV, 
Special Plates, PO Box 26668, 
Richmond VA 23261-6668. 
 
You should keep a copy of the 
form for your records. You may 
wish to send the form by certified 
mail to insure it was received by 
DMV. DMV is supposed to send 
out a new registration card 
marked "Limited Use". It may 
take some time as DMV has 80 - 
90,000 forms to process. 

5 Things To Do This Winter 

To Make Sure You’re Ready Next Spring 

5. Read—that’s right, read!  Fall and winter are perfect 

times to brush-up on your technical know-how or add to 

your general Chevelle knowledge.  Besides, what better way 

to add to your vocabulary range for bench-racing at next 

Spring’s car shows.  Be sure and look at Chevelle SS Resto-

ration Guide, by Paul Herd, it’s a great resource for any 

fall/winter projects.   

4. Restore—no more excuses, you’ve got more than 

enough time to look at the creaks, rattles, drips, and chips 

that have been nagging at you all season.  Want to freshen 

up your interior, start with a top-to-bottom detailing then 

look at Vinyl Dye ($14.95 at Ausley’s) to freshen it up. 

3. Revive—your garage, it probably needs it and it’s a 

sure-fire way to make sure you and your ride are ready for 

spring.  With all the design and material choices available, 

there’s absolutely no reason to have a ho-hum setting for 

your most prized possession.  Be sure to look into the epoxy 

flooring options at you local home improvement center.  And 

just for kicks...go ahead, paint those racing stripes around 

your garage, you deserve it! 

2. Rescue—your car from the soon to be cold winter 

weather.  Check your coolant for a good 50/50 mix; charge 

your battery, or better yet get a battery-tender; change the 

oil; check fluids & tires; and add “Sta-bil” fuel preservative. 

1. Relax—with your family and friends.  After a long sea-

son, this is the best way to get ready for next spring! 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT…. 

Long Road to the Rustoration of a ’72 El Camino SS454 

By Pete Rutledge, Woodbridge, VA 

I’m a new member of VCEA, 

but I’ve been a car guy since way 

before I learned to drive.  My 

father used to tinker with his 

cars.  I guess it started to rub off 

from my earliest years.  The old-

est car of his that I can remem-

ber was his ’52 Nash Statesman 

(it was a new car at the time); I 

think it was two-tone—a light 

yellow and white, 4-door, and 

had no sharp corners (if you re-

member Nashs, you know what 

I mean).  Next he got a two-tone 

gray and white ’57 Ford Fairlane 

500 2-door hardtop with the 292 

cubic inch, 212 horsepower V-8.  

I was only 8 years old, but I was 

impressed when he pushed way 

down on the gas pedal.  I influ-

enced the purchase of his next 

car, a white ’65 Corvair Monza, 

4-speed, and 4-carb 140 hp hori-

zontally opposed 6-cylinder.  I 

was 16 years old and maybe I 

thought I’d get to drive this one 

(and I did from time to time—

nice car!).  My first car was a ’62 

Corvair, 4-speed, 110 hp.  I 

made some minor mods to the 

appearance of the car, but it was-

n’t long before it gave way to a 

’57 Chevy Belair 2-door sedan 

with 3-speed on the floor and   

and 348 c.i. engine with 3 

deuces (obviously, some-

body had already hot rod-

ded this less than 10 year 

old car).  But the “stone-

crusher” 348 began to 

burn too much oil 

(especially when the car 

was burning rubber), so I 

replaced it with a 283 

(with 3-deuces, of course) 

in my brother’s garage.  I 

had it painted (Corvette 

Rally Red) and made 

some exterior and interior 

mods—one of the nicest 

cars at my high school. 

Continued page 4  
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MEMBER SPOTLIGHT…. 

Long Road to the Rustoration of a ’72 El Camino SS454            from Page 3 

By Pete Rutledge, Woodbridge, VA 

Next car was a ’58 Corvette (it cost 
$750) with close-ratio 3-speed, a 327 340 
hp block with heads, intake,  and other 
attachments from the original 283.  I 
painted this car myself (using a small 
Depression-era diaphragm compressor 
with no air tank), spruced up the inte-
rior, and replaced the 3-speed with a 4-
speed T-10 and Hurst Comp Plus shifter.  
That was my college car.  Over the 
years, a bunch of different hobby cars 
followed, along with a bunch of family 
cars, all of which allowed me to broaden 
my automotive restoration skills—if I 
didn’t know how to do it, I learned; if I 
didn’t have the right tool for the job, I 
got it—still cheaper than having some-
one else do the work for me.  These cars 
included a ’55 Belair hardtop, a ’57 150 
2-door sedan, a ’69 Chevelle SS396 (with 
3-speed and bench seat), a ’64 Corvette 
hardtop, a ’63 Studebaker Avanti, a ’54 
Studebaker Starlight coupe (I did the 
interior on my wife’s sewing machine, 
painted it in my garage—the house 
smelled like lacquer for two weeks, re-
placed the flathead 6 with a Chevy 454 
that I built, fabricated the headers after 
learning to gas weld, and I repaired the 
rust with fiberglass).  Then came some 
newer Corvettes, an ’88, a ’95, then back 
to a ’69.  Through all the old metal cars I 
had, I always wanted to learn to repair 
rust properly—with real metal and weld-
ing.  Well, two years ago, I finally got 
my chance.  I was looking for a utility 
vehicle that would double as a nice 
hobby car.  The idea of an older El 
Camino seemed ideal.  I started looking, 

mostly on the internet.  Found 
a listing for a ’72 El Camino 
SS454 with M22 and 3.73 
rear.  It turned out to be in 
Long Island.  The price 
seemed attractive, so my wife 
and I drove the 275 miles or 
so from Woodbridge to Pat-
chogue, NY.  Well, it didn’t 
have the original engine, but it 
was a 454.  And what about 
that M22—always wanted an 
M22—loved the whine!  Well 
it didn’t really have an M22, 

either.  The body was pretty straight, but 
the car lived much of its life on salty 
mid-Atlantic winter roads—it was suffer-
ing from a pretty bad case of rust (much 
of it had been covered up by Bondo and 

paint, but it was bubbling up again).  
The rust scared me off—didn’t even take 
a test drive.  We drove home—275 
miles.  Thought about it only for another 
day or two (didn’t think about much 
else).  Pretty good price.  454!  Still 
thought it had an M22!  Rust!!  (Well, I 
always wanted to learn how to repair 
rust.)  What if I could get it cheaper?  So 
I called the guy back and made a lower 
offer.  He said okay and off we went 
back to Long Island—275 miles.  Took 
the test drive this time.  Could hardly 
push the clutch—well, of course it was 
“a racing clutch.”  Could barely shift the 
Hurst Comp Plus.  But it sure sounded 
good with the Holley on a high-rise and 
Flowmaster 40s.  Well, it was driveable 

(just barely, if I didn’t have to stop too 
many times).  So off we went back to 
Woodbridge, 275 miles, again, in two 
cars.  Boy, was I glad to make it home 
that day.  And so it began.  Went out 
and bought a Miller 135 MIG welder 
and some sheet metal and started to 
practice.  Ordered some patch panels.  
Learned how to plug weld, butt weld, 
grind welds.   Replaced the complete 
floor with four patch panels.  Replaced 
the pan under the front of the bed with a 
panel from Pete Lohr’s ‘70 Olds 4-door 
parts car (Pete showed me how to cut it 
out with the plasma cutter; a perfect fit 
in the El Camino).  Patched the cowl 
sides with patch panels I fabricated with 
leather sand bag and plastic mallet.  
Next I moved to the outside of the car, 

where the repairs would show to 
all the world.  Patched the lower 
left front fender.  Patched the 
lower right rear quarter panel 
and around the base of the right 
taillight.  Patched left quarter 
panel in front of wheel.  Still 
have to patch around the left 
taillight and the sides of the 
door shells at the lower corners.  
Will probably replace the tail-
gate with a new one (just too 
much rust).  And I’ll probably 
find other rusted areas needing 
rust repair as I look more 
closely.  I’m getting a lot of 

practice and my skills are getting better.  
I used to think my hobby was automo-
tive restoration, but for the El Camino, 
maybe it’s really rustoration.  Slowly but 

surely, the rust is disappearing—replaced 
by solid steel (that’s a good feeling), and 
the car is turning from shiny metallic 
blue to dull primer gray.  And now with 
its pampered life in my garage, out of the 
corrosive elements, never driven in rain 
or on salty roads, maybe the rust will 
stay away for a few more decades.  But if 
it returns prematurely, at least I’ll know 
what to do and how to do it—the right 
way.  I hope you’ll see the El Camino 
when the warm weather returns, but 
only at our less formal gatherings—it’s 
still looking a little rough. 



 UPCOMING EVENTS 
A LOOK  AHEAD  TO  2008 

Order your VCEA Club T-shirt!! 
(they make great stocking stuffers!!) 

Show your colors 

 

Support VCEA!! 

GET YOURS NOW! 
Sizes are L, XL, and XXL 

Price is $10 for VCEA Members, $12 for Non-Members (Add $4 for shipping) 
Contact John Parker for more information!! 

April 23-27, 2008 

April 25-27, 2008 

June 5-7, 2008 

June 28-29, 2008 

Sep / Oct 2008 

Date Event Location 

SPRING CARLISLESPRING CARLISLESPRING CARLISLESPRING CARLISLE    

SUPER CHEVY SHOWSUPER CHEVY SHOWSUPER CHEVY SHOWSUPER CHEVY SHOW    

VIRGINIAVIRGINIAVIRGINIAVIRGINIA    

CHEVELLCHEVELLCHEVELLCHEVELL----ABRATIONABRATIONABRATIONABRATION    

MIDMIDMIDMID----ATLANTICATLANTICATLANTICATLANTIC    

CHEVELLE SHOWCHEVELLE SHOWCHEVELLE SHOWCHEVELLE SHOW    

CAROLINACAROLINACAROLINACAROLINA    

CHEVELLE SHOWCHEVELLE SHOWCHEVELLE SHOWCHEVELLE SHOW    

Carlisle, PA 

Petersburg, VA 

Goodlettsville, TN 

North East, MD 

Mooresville, NC 
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Application for membership in the 

AMERICAN CHEVELLE ENTHUSIASTS SOCIETY 
 

Name______________________________ Phone____________________ 
 
Address____________________________________________________ 
 
City____________________ State________________ Zip__________ 
 
E Mail Address____________________________________( if applicable ) 
 
Year, Model, and description of your Chevelle(s)  
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
_____ Enclosed is $40 for regular membership (US only) 
 
_____ Enclosed is $50 for Canadian membership (US funds only) 
 
_____ Enclosed is $70 for foreign membership (US funds only) 
 

Make checks or money orders payable to: 

American Chevelle Enthusiasts Society 

4636 Lebanon Pike, Suite 195 

Nashville, TN 37076-1316 

VCEA WEBSITE  

HTTP ://WWW .CHEVELLES .NET/VCEA  

 East Coast Chevelle, based out of Deer Park, NY, has long been a supporter of the local car club and 

individual Chevelle enthusiast.  Don’t believe it?  Just checkout their website (www.eastcoastchevelle.com) and 

it’s easy to see they’re committed to bringing a wide range of products at reasonable prices to ensure your 

car stays on the road.   

 Be sure and checkout these specials: Contact Information 

 1.  East Coast Suspension Special www.eastcoastchevelle.com 

 2.  East Coast Dash Cable Special Phone: 631-242-8707 

 3.  Chevelle Service & Assembly Manual Special Email: info@eastcoastchevelle.com 

VCEA thanks East Coast Chevelle for all their support. 

Sponsor Spotlight 



Virginia Chevelle Enthusiasts Association 

http://www.chevelles.net/vcea 

 Name:    _______________________ 

Address: _______________________ 

 

                _______________________ 
 

Phone:    _______________________ 

 

Chevrolet 1964-72 A-Bodies Owned (NOTE: You do NOT need to own one to join 

VCEA) 

 

Year:_________ Model:_____________________________ Engine:______ 

 

Year:_________ Model:_____________________________ Engine:______ 

 

Year:_________ Model:_____________________________ Engine:______ 

Mail Application  & Check To:  

John Parker, VCEA Treasurer 

8100 Willingboro Ct. 

Gainesville, VA 20155 

Membership Fees are $20 yearly 

 

Enclosed is my check made out to John Parker for $20                                                       

______ 

 

By signing this application I agree to follow the by-laws of VCEA 

 

 

Signature________________________________________ Date___/___/_____ 

I want my newsletter emailed to save the club money _______ 

 

I want my newsletter mailed via USPS                        _______ 


